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Author Harold Evans has chronicled American history in a most personalized way, by spotlighting

seventy innovators driven by the American spirit to be remembered for their particular contributions

to our everyday lives. Divided into three parts and filled with hundreds of photographs and

illustrations, this coffee table book is an ideal introduction to the people, both the famous and the

forgotten, who have inspired the rest of us to think beyond our self-imposed boundaries and

capitalize on ideas that would benefit the greater good. What Evans does very well in his incisive

narrative is show how these ideas are not exclusive to any specific group or place and how they

often came about by accident or through circumstances they could have never been foreseen. The

common thread is a faith in technology in its earliest incarnation when the early settlers devised

windmills as a way of getting water on the Great Plains to the latest trends with the electronic whiz

kids of the Internet. Even more importantly, the author traces how most of these innovators have

time and again proved to be "democratizers", driven not by greed but by an ambition to be

remembered. In aggregate, these innovators translated the nation's political ideals into economic

reality.Part One covers our history up to the Civil War, and the inventions one remembers from the

social studies class of our youth are covered here - the cotton gin, the Colt revolver, the telegraph,



the sewing machine, the bicycle - but also some surprising things like blue jeans and the credit

rating. The emergence of electricity and its subsequent predominance in our lives are covered in

Part Two, when Edison indeed invented the incandescent bulb, as well as the "kinetoscope", an

early motion picture projector.
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